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L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 

IXI the description: 

pages 1-34 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



» filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



6> 8,9 



\ , as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



1, 2,4,5,7,10-13, 15 



^, filed with the letter of 10 December 2002 (10.12.2002) 



the drawings: 
pages 



1-22 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 



pages 
pages 



, as originaUy filed 

., filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fijmished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated imder this item. 

Thes e elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

□ the language of a translation fiimished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation fiunished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form, 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ fiimished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ fiimished subsequently to this Authority in CQnq)uter readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond die disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been fiunished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been fiimished. 

1^ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

1^ the claims, Nos. 3, 14 



I I the drawings, sheets/fig _ 



2 I I This report has been established as if (some of) tiie amendments had not been made, since th^ have been considered to go 
' * — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

♦ Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed** and are not ajinexed to this report since they do not contain amefidmefUs (Rule 70J6 
and 70.17). 

** Afiy r^lacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1, 2, 4-13, 15 



1, 2, 4-13, 15 
1, 2, 4-13, 15 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1 : 

Document 2 : 

Document 3 : 

Document 4 : 

Document 5 : 

Document 6 : 

Document 7 : 

Document 8 : 

Document 9 : 



JP 3051401 Bl (Kawasaki Heavy Industries, 
Ltd. ) , 31 March 2000 

JP 2000-268814 A (Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd.), 
29 September 2000 

JP 11-219701 A (Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd.), 
10 August 1999 

US 5912090 A (Hitachi Maxell Ltd.), 15 June 
1999 

WO 87/04011 A (Neste OY) , 02 July 1987 
JP 1-31354 A (Sharp Corp.), 01 February 1989 
JP 8-190914 A (Matsushita Electric 
Industrial Co., Ltd.), 23 July 1996 
JP 10-334900 A (Matsushita Electric 
Industrial Co., Ltd.), 18 December 1998 
JP 2001-143713 A (Matsushita Electric 
Industrial Co., Ltd.), -25 May 2001 



Claims 1, 2 and 4-11 

Claims 1, 2 and 4-11 do not involve an inventive 
step in the light of document 1, document 2 and document 3 
cited in the international search report. 

Document 1 discloses a battery that comprises a 
powder of a hydrogen storage alloy as the negative 
electrode active material and nickel hydroxide as the 
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positive electrode active material, wherein these active 
materials are stored in a container and collectors come 
into contact with the active materials, and discloses the 
features of providing said battery with a heat transfer 
surface in order to maintain a constant reaction 
temperature and of providing an active material 
regeneration means. 

In addition, documents 2 and 3 disclose the feature 
of increasing the electrical conductivity by coating the 
active material, and it is thought that said feature could 
be applied even when the scale of the battery is 
increased. 

Furthermore, the feature wherein a porous body for 
storing an active material is provided within an 
electrolyte solution that is filled into a container can 
be configured as necessary according to whether or not a 
large amount of the active material is used. 

Claims 12, 13 and 15 

Claims 12, 13 and 15 do not involve an inventive 
step in the light of documents 1-3 and documents 4-9 cited 
in the international search report . 

The feature of combining and stacking a plurality of 
single batteries for use is common practice as indicated 
in documents 4-7, and the feature of providing 
electrically conductive studs, which protrude towards the 
interior of the cell from the collecting members or the 
collectors, is common practice as indicated in documents 8 
and 9. 
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